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Outer London Parish Boundaries 
London (North) 

(Middlesex, Hertfordshire, Essex) 
 

The register entries under PBM 1000 (in three parts) relate purely to administrative bounda-
ries within, or bordering, the former County of London (today’s Inner London) and the pro-
cess of locating and recording them is nearing completion (to the extent any exercise like 
this can be complete). 
 
The next stage is the orderly location and recording of those within, or bordering, the area 
today known as Outer London. These are being recorded in blocks relating to the former 
counties within which the relevant parishes were located. These are the counties of Middle-
sex, Kent, Surrey, Essex and Hertford. Where a parish has changed county at some time, the 
practicalities require it to be shown here in the county as altered in 1889. Apart from es-
tablishing the outer boundary for this survey, references to counties ignore the changes 
wrought in the 1965 adjustments or 1974 alterations. 
 
This part of the exercise, when finished, will complete the review of administrative marks in 
Greater London, excluding those parishes wholly within the square mile known as the City 
of London. For practical reasons the review includes those odd parts of Middlesex that 
were not incorporated into Greater London in 1965. 
 
Because of the number of marks and the need to contain file sizes, the Outer London regis-
ter is divided into two parts, these being north London (this file) and south London. 
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Parish and Other Boundary Lines in Outer London 

Parish boundaries within today’s Inner London area are fairly straight-
forward in that civil parishes were stabilized in 1855 and became irrele-
vant after 1900 when their civil functions were passed to the new Met-
ropolitan Boroughs (whose areas coincided, mainly, with aggregations 
of several adjacent parishes). 

Outside the Metropolitan area just described, the situation was quite 
different and until 1965 today’s Outer London area was administered in 
the same chaotic way as elsewhere in the UK. 

The basic unit was still the parish but parishes were apt to change form 
and came to function alongside a range of other bodies whose creation 
often caused parish boundary lines to change or new parishes to form 
or to disappear. This process carried on until the late 1950s and caused 
changes to boundary lines outside the Metropolis that we would not 
encounter within it. Naturally this makes the study of boundary marks 
more difficult. 

It is important to understand the nature of these changes and that 
boundary lines might have changed course at varying dates, occasional-
ly more than once. Changes were often made to tidy up boundaries so 
that they didn’t divide properties and followed more logical paths, often 
along the centre of roads.  

Where trivial changes were made to boundary lines, old marks were 
often (but not always) removed and the new line may or may not have 
received replacement marks. More profound changes to boundaries 
often resulted in old marks being left, presumably because the risk of 
confusion was minimal. 

The main changes were the grouping of parishes into poor law unions 
from 1834 (and later elevation to sanitary authority status). The unions 

later became rating authorities and sanitary authorities in preference to 
parishes, but still based on the ancient parish boundaries. The creation 
on a sporadic basis of Local Boards of Health came about from about 
1842 (often coincident with parishes but sometimes involving only parts 
of one or more parishes). From 1894 we see the various types of sani-
tary authority (including Local Boards) reorganized as Urban District 
Councils and Rural District Councils, at which time a number of parish-
es were reorganized so as to sit in only one UDC or RDC. Parishes with 
surviving detached parts often lost these to surrounding parishes at the 
same time. 

RDCs tended to disappear as areas were developed and were convert-
ed into one or more UDCs (occasionally with alterations to parish 
boundaries at the same time). Finally, the larger UDCs often sought to 
become Municipal Boroughs (especially in period 1930-1955) and 
where such status was granted it often resulted in boundary changes to 
‘tidy up’ awkward or inappropriate boundary lines (this happened where 
UDCs were formed too). 

Bearing that in mind, it is, in practice, possible in the Outer London sur-
vey to find Parish, UDC and Borough boundary marks, occasionally in 
the same boundary line. RDC marks are very unusual and so far only 
marks relating to Croydon Rural District have been identified; even so 
they are really parish marks additionally carrying the RDC name. It 
seems RDC marks were really not felt necessary given their minimal 
powers. Local Board marks may also be found, especially where they 
were later to indicate parish boundary lines. 

The post 1965 London Boroughs often put up signs advertising their 
respective territories, but rarely are they accurately placed. They are ig-
nored in this study but may sometimes be located next to a traditional 
mark. 
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